






















COLUMBIA
MISSION
TRIP

 BY BRENT LUCAS
Jesus tells us in Matthew 28 to “Go and make disciples of all Nations”. Our Bethel Missions team had an
opportunity this past January to take the message of Christ to another nation and assist a newly formed
church in Bogota, Columbia. Pastor Brian Parker led a group of nine Bethel Baptist Church members who
were called by Him to fulfill this part of the Great Commission. 
Our stated goal of the mission was to assist a missionary placed in Columbia by the International Mission
Board to spread the Gospel and build new churches. The missionary, Matthew, was in the process of
helping a newly formed church in the community of Kennedy, which is about ten miles outside of the city
of Bogota. Our team met a couple of months before leaving to pray, strategize for our mission, and speak
with Matthew by video call about the culture, area, and what the church needed in encouragement and
training. 
We flew into a large airport that had plenty of stores and restaurants similar to America. We took a shuttle
out of the airport and drove to our hotel in the middle of Bogota proper. The city was vibrant and
comparable to any major urban area. Beautiful high rises, restaurants, cultural centers, and places of
commerce were abundant.
We met with Matthew to discuss our plans. The church we were assisting, called The Lion of Judah, was a
splinter church that had only recently been formed. We detailed our plans and prepared gift bags to be
distributed to the church members. We prayed and readied ourselves for the Lord’s work.
The next morning we loaded up into a couple of vans and headed to the church’s neighborhood. We left
our nice hotel in a plush urban environment and drove about 10 miles to the community of Kennedy. The
neighborhood was densely packed and noticeably much poorer than the main city of Bogota. It was a little
discouraging to realize how differently the people lived and worked just a short distance away. The roads,
if paved at all, were in disrepair. Most of the homes would not pass an inspection to be livable in the US.
There were certain streets where we were advised to be cautious because they had the reputation for drug
use. 
When we think of a church, a lot of times we will think of a building with a sanctuary, pews and hymnals.
The Lion of Judah Church meets in the home of one of the church members, Estella. The Lord had pressed
upon her to open her house to the newly formed church, and it was a constant center of the Lord’s work.
We met the pastor of the church, Jose, and other members. Part of our goal was to equip this new body of
believers with tools necessary for a growing healthy church. Each of Bethel’s mission team members
would lead them in study sessions about different areas of church management and discipleship. Each
session was well prepared and well received by the congregation. The second part of our mission was to
come alongside the church members as they evangelized to their community. Their surrounding
neighborhood had seen an influx of refugees that had migrated up from Venezuela. These refugees were in
an even tougher economic and dire situation than the Columbians in the community. Most of them were
shunned or frowned upon by the locals. So God had given an extraordinary opportunity to the Lion of
Judah church to minister to these refugees. With the help of translators, we split up into groups of about 4
or 5 people. A mixture of our mission team and the church members would then head into the community
to talk to people, invite them to the Lion of Judah church, and most importantly, have Gospel
conversations. The Lord was at work with that church and community, and it was amazing to be a part of it.



A major part of our time there was centered on a food distribution the
church was planning. While the saving grace of Christ is what we all
most need, we have to meet physical needs as well. James 2:15-16
reminds us of this fact. While prayer walking throughout the
neighborhood we informed everyone that the church had a planned
food drive for the following day. Our mission team and church
members prepared bags full of rice, oil, and other essentials that we
would distribute the next day. It was an exhilarating experience
reaching out to the community and working alongside the church to
spread the Gospel and be the hands and feet of Christ.
On the day of the food distribution we were all brimming with
excitement at what the Lord had planned for us. The street in front of
the church was packed with people in need of food, even before the
designated distribution time. There were families with children,
seniors, and workers all lined up waiting. It was a little bit of organized
chaos as the crowd continued to grow. While we have no way of
knowing for sure, it seemed as if everyone we encountered had
shown up and brought others. Matthew and Estella took the lead in
organizing. Their plan was for us to be in groups, much like our prayer
walks, with a mixture of church members and our mission team
members along with a translator. Before we handed out the food, we
spoke with the locals about “why” we were doing this. We presented
the Gospel and prayed over our groups. The event was a success as
we witnessed to the people of the neighborhood and met them where
they were physically.
As exciting as the food distribution was, the highlight of the mission
was our planned Sunday morning service. The Lion of Judah church
probably had about 15-20 full-time active members. Led by Pastor
Jose, they normally met in the living area of Estella’s home. But in
anticipation of what the Lord had planned, we held the service that
Sunday morning in the street in front of the home. We also prepared a
makeshift baptismal in the living room of Estella's house, so that
believers could have the opportunity to make that public display of
their soul’s conviction. We set up rows of chairs in the street, set up a
small PA system so that all could hear, and waited to see what the
Lord had initiated. The turnout was amazing. We had invited everyone
on our prayer walks and who attended the prior day’s distribution. It
was exhilarating to see and feel God at work. The service started like
our own services with hymns and praise to our Glorious Savior. Then
both Pastor Brian and Pastor Jose shared messages of Christ’s love
and our need for Christ’s redemption with the crowd. We all read from
the Bible (which we also distributed to those who attended) and
prayed together on that beautiful, special Lord’s day. At the
conclusion of the service, we packed as many as we could into
Estella’s home and Pastor Jose baptized believers. It was truly an
emotional and spiritually fulfilling experience. 
There are many other experiences from this mission trip that could be
detailed in this article. Each team member had one-on-one Christ
conversations with members of the Lion of Judah church and the
surrounding neighborhood. We had chances to hear testimonies from
the church members and give ours to them. And that is what was truly
amazing about this mission trip. That once you get past the cultural
differences , we are all part of one Body in Christ. Pastor Doug has a
shared with us that we have more in common with believers in
Columbia than we do with non-believers in hometowns. We all share a
promise from Christ. A brotherhood and sisterhood in an eternal
community that is a gift of grace from Him. 

Special praises to Pastor Brian, Matthew, and Pastor Jose for the work
the Lord is fulfilling through them.
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