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FOREWORD

A prayer devotional like the one you hold in your hand has been 
our desire for years. Our hope is that as you read you will find great 
encouragement in each day’s exhortation and through communion 
with God in prayer. We are praying for a great move of Almighty 
God in our personal lives, in our wonderful church family, and in 
Hampton Roads.

We are so grateful for those like our dear Senior Pastor Doug who 
offered encouragement for this endeavor, ministry leader Jenni 
Overbay for her desire to see this be a tool to help us grow closer 
to the Savior and Pastor Bob Bonta who when presented with this 
ministry opportunity quickly offered to serve with being the lead 
on this. Thank you to all our writers who contributed. You all are a 
gift from God to us.

May we all grow closer to the Savior and have an increased zeal for 
the Kingdom of God in these 40 days to come.

You are loved!
Pastor Keith McMinn
Worship Arts Ministry
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Day 1: March 10, 2019

God’s Beautiful Creation

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth 
was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the 

deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw 
that the light was good. And God separated the light from the dark-
ness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day. (Genesis 1:1-5)

Thought for the day
Most letters start with a salutation or an introduction.   Have you ever 
considered that God doesn’t need an introduction?  He is the all-know-
ing, all-powerful, all-present, creator God.  The first chapter of the Bible 
explains how God spoke the entire world into existence.   Every mountain 
peak, flowing river, and glorious sunrise displays the glory of God in cre-
ation.  We should praise God every day for the beauty of His creation.

Prayer for the day
Father, as we begin this 40 day journey together, I recognize you as the 
creator of all things.  You are majestic and worthy of all our praise.  I ask 
that these 40 days would help prepare my heart for Easter Praise.  May 
you help me to behold your glory in all of creation.  I also pray for those 
who will attend Easter Praise this year.  May each person recognize that 
Jesus is the Living Hope!
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Day 2: March 11, 2019

God’s Beautiful Creation

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.   

(Genesis 1:31)

Thought for the day
On the sixth day of creation God created all the living land animals and 
all things that creep along the ground. He also created man. The crown 
jewel of His creation. The awesome wonder about the creation of man is 
twofold. First God took counsel within Himself “Let Us make man in Our 
image”. All the other created things were just spoken into existence, but 
God took a moment before creating us. That leads into the second wonder 
of our creation. God formed us with His hands. We were not spoken into 
existence but molded. The same hands that formed us, that molded us, 
were nailed to the cross for us! The work God did in the beginning was 
very good and the work He is doing now, providing salvation for His cre-
ation through Jesus Christ our Lord is very good! 

Prayer for the day
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for this day that you have made. Thank 
you that you have created me so that I might bring you glory. I ask Lord 
that I never lose sight of the good work you are doing in me, making me 
more like you Son Jesus. Amen.
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Day 3: March 12, 2019

God’s Beautiful Creation

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 
And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he 
rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God 
blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested 

from all his work that he had done in creation.   (Genesis 2:1-3)

Thought for the day
God did not need to rest because He was tired, for He never grows weary 
(Isaiah 40:28).  He rested from His creative work, but He did not cease to 
sustain His creation, for He never does.  When the law was given at Sinai, 
God pointed to this rest day as the guide for His people.  Jesus would later 
teach that the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath 
(Mark 2:27).   He was often challenged by the teachers of his day over 
matters such as healing on the Sabbath.  While Christians may argue over 
certain things that should not be done on the Sabbath, Jesus taught that 
things necessary for sustaining life and acts that show mercy are good 
on the Sabbath (Matt. 12:9-12).   The Sabbath day should be set aside, to 
be different from the ordinary.  We should earnestly prepare for this day.  
We should seek to engage in public worship in the local church, to hear 
the proclamation of His word, and to fellowship with other believers.  We 
should also seek to find ways to show mercy to those in need.

Prayer for the day
Lord we confess that we are often a busy people, not prone to taking time 
to rest as you command.   Often we may do things on this day for the sake 
of the day, and not for your glory.  As the Lord of the Sabbath, guide us by 
your Spirit to use the Sabbath day to your glory.  Remind us that we should 
prepare ourselves for this day, for the fellowship, the worship, and the 
proclamation of your Word.  Help us also to seek ways to use the Sabbath 
day show mercy to the world around us.
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Day 4: March 13, 2019

Hope Lost

And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there He 
put the man whom He had formed. And out of the ground the LORD 
God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and 

good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.   (Genesis 2:8-9)

Thought for the day
From the very beginning, God provided a paradise for His children to en-
joy. This passage provides the Bible’s first glimpse into God’s love of beau-
ty. Even today, we have lovely parks and sites all around us, but they pale 
in comparison to the garden in Eden. God provided a perfect place for 
His children to enjoy His handiwork and they chose to turn their back on 
His word and were ultimately banished from the garden.  We must each 
look deep inside our own hearts and, like in the center of Eden, decide to 
pursue His way and the tree of life or distance ourselves from God by fol-
lowing after the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

Prayer for the day
Today, LORD, as I enjoy all of your creation and wonder around me, may 
You find a way deeper into my heart so I can love You above all else. I want 
to live with You forever and need to find the hope that was lost. In this 
beautiful world, guide my heart and help me follow You completely.
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Day 5: March 14, 2019

Hope Lost

To the choirmaster. Of David. The fool says in his heart, “There is no 
God.” They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; there is none who 
does good. The LORD looks down from heaven on the children of man, 
to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. They have 
all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; there is none who 

does good, not even one.   (Psalm 14:1-3)

Thought for the day
In the culture of today, it is often difficult for humanity to understand the 
wickedness of the heart of man. Sometimes, it is not until we are shocked 
by the things we read in the newspaper or through the internet that we 
are reminded of the darkness of the human heart and the natural desires 
that drive men and women to betray the teachings of scripture. 

However, there is hope. God sent His Son Jesus to serve as the example 
of what God expects from mankind. Rick Warren wrote in the Purpose 
Driven Life that God does not desire to change our personality, but de-
sires to change our character. Our character connects to our actions. The 
wickedness of the heart impacts the mind, the thoughts of mind are often 
manifested in the actions. The actions are manifestations of the heart and 
character. 

Prayer for the day
Lord, through the power of Your Holy Spirit please: forgive me for the 
darkness of my sinful heart. Please convict me when my thoughts are dis-
pleasing to you. Please instruct me, through Your word and other people, 
when my life is out of alignment with your desires. God thank you that you 
have created my unique personality and desire to shape my character to 
reflect your image.
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Day 6: March 15, 2019

Hope Lost

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet went 
to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba. Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy 

blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is 

ever before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is 
evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blame-

less in your judgment.  (Psalm 51:1-4)

Thought for the day
Honesty is such an important step to foster a healthy relationship. A warn-
ing flag of dishonesty is redirecting blame. Perhaps it’s toward other bad 
influences or by even assigning a personality to our sinful acts. We get 
away with this manipulation for a while, fooling our friend or mate that it 
isn’t really our fault. In the long run, it does nothing more than make the 
eventual revealing of truth more painful. If we commit to be transparent 
with God, with a true sense of ownership, we can trust He will forgive us 
of our sins. Doing this early and often helps us draw close to Him. David 
expressed His relationship with God as so important that no other rela-
tionship existed. All that mattered to David in his dark time was his stand-
ing with God. Let’s make that our absolute top priority, then use that as a 
template for our earthly relationships.

Prayer for the day
Lord, You deserve my highest priority and greatest attention. In Jesus’ 
name, teach me to talk with Your regularly.  I want to approach You with-
out hesitation, especially when I know I have failed You. Whether the of-
fense is great or small, encourage me to be forthcoming and even brutally 
honest about it.  I don’t ask this to ease my conscience but that I can draw 
closer to You than ever before.
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Day 7: March 16, 2019

Hope Comes to Us

A Song of Ascents I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help 
come? My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber 
(Psalm 121:1-3)

Thought for the day
My help comes from the Lord:  If we keep our eyes on the LORD, we will 
never take the wrong path – and HE will enable us to grow in Grace, Peace, 
and have Victory over sin and death.

Prayer for the day
LORD, I thank You for the comfort of Your Word.   I draw near to You, 
knowing You will draw near to me, to comfort me, to give me Peace, Joy 
and Hope.  I trust in You for You have saved me from the darkness of my 
sin to Victory in You.   In Jesus’ Name, Amen
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Day 8: March 17, 2019

Hope Comes to Us

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Gal-
ilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 

you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern 
what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you 

will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 

no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God … And Mary 

said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to 
your word.” And the angel departed from her.  (Luke 1:26-35, 38)

Thought for the day
The Lord, in His incredible wisdom and amazing grace, entrusted the task 
so monumentally significant, Christ’s entry into our world, to a humble 
young girl.  Mary’s only requirement was to submit to His will.   Through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, His miracle was accomplished.  That same 
Holy Spirit dwells within every child of God today.  As God shows His favor 
toward us, He works miraculous feats as we humbly submit and obey.  Let 
our hope be in God and His wonderful power.

Prayer for the day
Dear Lord, behold, I am your servant.  Let it be to me according to your 
Word.  Give me a willing, humble heart that I might submit to your Holy 
Spirit and watch you move in power for your glory.  My hope is in You.
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Day 9: March 18, 2019

Hope Comes to Us

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This was the first registration when Quir-
inius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his 
own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, be-
cause he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, 

the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn.   (Luke 2:1-7)

Thought for the day
Prophecy foretold of His advent and the Jews lived their lives in the shad-
ow of the long-anticipated Messiah. Generations earlier, at the dawn of 
man’s creation and in the midst of the curse they earned, they looked 
forward to the divine promise of a Savior – the One who would ultimately 
defeat the enemy of man, the enemy of God.  In this obscure province of 
Bethlehem, the long-awaited Savior embarks on his mission: the salvation 
of man.  God, the Son, left the perfection of heaven to be clothed with the 
imperfection of man – the Immortal, clothed with mortality.  The Creator 
takes on the form of the creation for the holy mission to redeem His prize 
creation. Because of the mission embarked in Bethlehem, we will one day 
be clothed immortal (1 Corinthians 15:53).  May we be eternally mindful 
and grateful for His faithfulness to the task set before Him – His sacrifice, 
our gain.

Prayer for the day
Father in heaven, both Creator and Redeemer, the Holy One who makes 
our sins, scarlet as they are, white as snow. From beginning to end, You 
were, are, and ever will be faithful to Your name and to Your children.  To 
You we owe our everything – may we never lose sight of You, the life You 
gave, the blood You spilt on our behalf.
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Day 10: March 19, 2019

Hope Amazes

On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother 
of Jesus was there. Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disci-

ples. When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have 
no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with 

me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.” Now there were six stone water jars there … each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars 
with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. And he said to them, 

“Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took 
it. When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and 
did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom and said 

to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have 
drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until 
now.” This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and mani-

fested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. (John 2:1-11)

Thought for the day
Of this miraculous event, Spurgeon wrote, “Jesus Christ commenced the 
gospel dispensation, not with a miracle of vengeance, like that of Mo-
ses, who turned water into blood, but with a miracle of liberality, turning 
water into wine. He does not only supply necessaries, but gives luxuries, 
and this is highly significant of the kingdom of his grace. Here he not only 
gives sinners enough to save them, but he gives abundantly, grace upon 
grace.” How amazing is God’s grace!  Just when our hearts are prepared 
for condemnation, He gives grace.  His love is beyond comprehension, His 
compassion is immeasurable, and His grace is uncontainable.

Prayer for the day
O, Lord, that my heart and my life would reflect the same grace to others 
that you have freely lavished upon me – upon all who believe and trust 
in You.  Help me, Lord, to lavish others, likewise, with grace upon grace.
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Day 11: March 20, 2019

Hope Amazes

On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the 
word of God, he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, and he saw 
two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and 
were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats … he asked 

him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the 
people from the boat. And when he had finished speaking, he said to 

Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And 
Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at 
your word I will let down the nets.” And when they had done this, they 

enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. They 
signaled to their partners ... And they came and filled both the boats, 
so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down 

at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord” 
… all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they 
had taken … And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on 

you will be catching men.”  (Luke 5:1-11)

Thought for the day
The Word of God provides Hope for all of life’s situations. Jesus Christ, the 
Living Word of God, steps into our lives illuminates our sin and need for re-
pentance, giving clear direction, that when heard and obeyed transforms 
our hearts, bringing life changing results that others notice. Jesus tells 
His followers, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” 
When will you obey and share the Hope that is only found in Jesus Christ, 
for God’s glory, with someone today?

Prayer for the day
Sovereign LORD, You are sufficient for our every need, our Hope for today 
and all eternity. Thank you for your Word – alive and active, piercing our 
hearts, bringing awareness of our sin and need to repent. Give us a deep 
desire to hear, read, study and then obey Your Word daily. May our lives 
be so transformed by Your Word that others notice, giving opportunity to 
share the eternal Hope that we have in Jesus Christ, our LORD.
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Day 12: March 21, 2019

Hope Amazes

Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they 
told him about her. And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her 
up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve them. That evening at 

sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by demons. 
And the whole city was gathered together at the door. And he healed 

many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. 
And he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.   

(Mark 1:30-34)

Thought for the day
Jesus puts aside his own needs to address the needs of others, by first 
healing Peter’s Mother-in-law, after traveling to Capernaum and teaching 
in the synagogue. Then after a long Sabbath day he spent the evening 
healing many and casting out demons. As we struggle and tire this Easter 
Season remember Jesus’s example and persevere in His strength.  

Prayer for the day
Father I pray that I will put others first and that you will open my eyes to 
see the needs of others. I pray that my motive is love.  Father I pray that 
at the end of a long day you will give me strength to help others and the 
courage to do battle.   I pray for victory in Jesus name.  Amen
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Day 13: March 22, 2019

Hope Amazes

And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying 
aloud, “Have mercy on us, Son of David.” When he entered the house, 
the blind men came to him, and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe 

that I am able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” Then he 
touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it done to you.” 

And their eyes were opened. (Matthew 9:27-30a)

Thought for the day
Our only hope is found in the mercy given to us through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  These two blind men followed Jesus crying out to him to show them 
mercy. They believed and recognized Jesus was their only hope for sight.  
Will you ask Jesus to show you mercy today and believe He is able to meet 
your deepest need? Will you respond with great faith and answer as sim-
ple as they did, “Yes, Lord.” Jesus is our amazing Hope!

Prayer for the day
Merciful God, I rejoice in the hope of your glory. Jesus, it is only by your 
great love and mercy that my eyes are opened, my heart changed, and I 
follow you. Strengthen my faith that I would believe with You all things 
are possible. Open my eyes today to see who You would have me share 
the amazing hope found only in Jesus. I ask in the mighty name of Jesus, 
our Lord. Amen.
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Day 14: March 23, 2019

Hope Amazes

As they were going away, behold, a demon-oppressed man who was 
mute was brought to him. And when the demon had been cast out, 
the mute man spoke. And the crowds marveled, saying, “Never was 

anything like this seen in Israel.”   (Matthew 9:32-33)

Thought for the day
When was the last time you were amazed by God? Today? Yesterday? Last 
week? Last Year? Do you still believe that God performs miracles today, or 
have you lost hope? Sometimes our faith can weaken, causing us not to 
notice the amazing things Jesus is doing in our lives. Jesus has power over 
Satan and demons. 

 If we put our complete trust in our savior, we can have this power infused 
from Christ, we can have hope even in the most difficult of circumstances, 
knowing that our Heavenly Father is with us no matter what we face. 
No matter how hopeless a situation may seem, it’s always worth staying 
hopeful, because God has the power to change circumstances dramatical-
ly at any time. Look beyond a hopeless situation to our all-powerful God 
who amazes!!

Prayer for the day
Dear Heavenly Father, we ask that you let us have a Hope that still amazes 
us. Let us place all our hopes, even lost hopes, in you. Thank you for hear-
ing us. Thank you for hope restored by your promise of new life in your 
son Jesus.  Amen
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Day 15: March 24, 2019

Hope Amazes

When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been 
there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” The 
sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool 

when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down 
before me.” Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 

And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked. 
Now that day was the Sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who had 
been healed, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up 

your bed.” But he answered them, “The man who healed me, that man 
said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’” They asked him, “Who is the 
man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” Now the man who 

had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, 
as there was a crowd in the place. Afterward Jesus found him in the 

temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing 
worse may happen to you.” The man went away and told the Jews that 

it was Jesus who had healed him.   (John 5:6-15)

Thought for the day
Many times when we pray, although we know the Lord is at work, we 
doubt. It can seem at times that He is not going to answer our prayer. 
But that is when we need to remember that there is always hope. God’s 
schedule is always right. This man in John 5 had come to the point where 
he thought nothing would ever change. He thought he needed to rely on 
other people to help him. But when Jesus came on the scene, his life was 
changed – forever. The impossible was changed to the possible. The dark-
ness had become light. And hope was born. That is the Easter story.

Prayer for the day
Lord, help me to remember that You never fail. Keep me focused on You 
when I can’t see the end of my darkest moments. Help me to remember 
that hopeless situations do not exist when Jesus is in the picture. 

In Christ’s name, Amen
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Day 16: March 25, 2019

Hope at the Well
10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that 
is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 

would have given you living water.”  13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who 
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I 

will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life.”  21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 

22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, 

when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for 
the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and 

those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”   (John 4:1-26)

Thought for the day
God is seeking true worshipers, to worship Him in spirit and truth. God 
is spirit and Jesus is truth. God’s Living Hope is Jesus Christ, His Son, “the 
way, the truth and the life.”  Jesus offers eternal life, the gift of God to all 
who will receive it.  Only Jesus satisfies our greatest need for today into 
eternity. Receive Jesus and receive a new heart that can worship God in 
spirit and truth.

Prayer for the day
LORD God Almighty, thank you for the eternal life you give to me through 
your Son, Jesus. Without your gift of eternal life offered through Jesus I 
would have no way to come into your presence, to worship, to pray or 
to serve you. Help me to worship you in spirit and truth throughout to-
day and point people you bring across my path to The Living Hope I have 
found in Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior. In Jesus Name Amen
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Day 17: March 26, 2019

Hope in the Storm

One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let 
us go across to the other side of the lake.” So they set out, and as they 

sailed he fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they 
were filling with water and were in danger. And they went and woke 

him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he awoke and re-
buked the wind and the raging waves, and they ceased, and there was 
a calm. He said to them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, 
and they marveled, saying to one another, “Who then is this, that he 

commands even winds and water, and they obey him?”   (Luke 8:22-25)

Thought for the day
Jesus knew there would be a storm.  He knew it would be ferocious.  He 
knew it would be life-threatening.  And yet, He still said to his disciples, 
“Let’s go…”  And then He went through the storm with them.  And be-
cause He was with them, He was their Hope.  When they cried out to their 
Hope, He showed them a new facet of His power over their circumstances.

Jesus knows about the storms in your life.  He knows some will be fero-
cious, and He knows some will be life-threatening.  And He calls you to go 
through those storms with Him.  He is in the midst of your storms, calm 
and confident because “He commands even the winds and water and they 
obey Him.”  He is Master over your storms.  No matter what storm you’re 
in, Jesus calls you to put your faith in Him, your Hope in the Storm.

Prayer for the day
Father, comfort my heart and calm my soul in the midst of my difficult 
circumstances.  I know that You are with me, and that somehow, because 
of your great power and goodness, You will work this for my good and for 
your glory.  In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Day 18: March 27, 2019

Hope in the Storm

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go 
across to the other side.” And leaving the crowd, they took him with 

them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. And 
a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, 
so that the boat was already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on 
the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not 
care that we are perishing?” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and 
said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a 
great calm. He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no 

faith?” … they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who 
then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”  (Mark 4:35-41)

Thought for the day
Jesus spent a long day teaching the eager, pressing crowds, and now the 
evening had come and it was time for rest. But the short sail across the 
sea that Jesus suggested soon turned into another, different, lesson about 
who He really was. Reading how the storm set in, the disciples’ terrified 
cries hurt my heart as I recognize my own voice in their accusation, “Do 
you not care that we are perishing?” Jesus’ answer to them stings as well, 
“Why are you so afraid?” After all they’d just heard, after all I’ve studied 
and experienced of Christ and His goodness and mercy, why is faith still so 
easily tossed about? Peace! Be still! As I call to Him in my times of 
storm, the calm comes the same way it did on the sea – because of the 
unstated answer to the question the disciples asked themselves, “Who 
then is this?”  He is the Lord, the Creator, God with us, our ever-present 
help in trouble.  He is Hope in the Storm.

Prayer for the day
Lord, Jesus, help us to remember that You are the Lord of all creation, sov-
ereign commander of the universe, always present with us, and so eager 
for us to know You, even, and especially, in the storm.  Grant us faith to 
find hope in You.  In Your name, and for Your sake, Amen.
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Day 19: March 28, 2019

Hope in the Storm

And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. And be-
hold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being 
swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. And they went and woke 
him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” And he said to them, 

“Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the 
winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. And the men marveled, 
saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?”   

(Matthew 8:23-27)

Thought for the day
His disciples did what disciples do – they followed Him. But when the 
storm came their fear overwhelmed them. They were scared to death, or 
better, scared of death.  They didn’t really know who was in the boat with 
them.  Many times – someone said 365 times – in the Bible God says, “Do 
not be afraid. I am with you.” Although they didn’t fully understand who 
He was or what He could do, the disciples did what we should do. They 
turned their eyes upon Jesus. A wise man once said, “Stop looking down 
at your problems. Look up to Jesus.”  I am reminded of the hymn, by Helen 
Lemmel, “Turn your eyes upon Jesus look full in His wonderful face.  And 
the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and 
grace”.

Prayer for the day
Almighty God of peace and hope, thank You for being “in the boat” with 
me. Lord thank you for your Son, Immanuel, God with us, and for Your 
promise that you will never leave us or forsake us. Please help me to be 
anxious for nothing, to cast my cares on You. Holy Spirit, help me to re-
member God’s words, believe His word, and hope in The Word – Jesus.
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Day 20: March 29, 2019

Hope in the Storm

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a 
boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, 

and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea became rough because 
a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or 

four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the 
boat, and they were frightened. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be 

afraid.” Then they were glad to take him into the boat, and immediate-
ly the boat was at the land to which they were going.   (John 6:16-21)

Thought for the day
In the toughest through which we traverse, we can find ourselves at the 
mercy of some fierce trials.  Storms rage, winds blow, the sky looks as 
bleak as ever.  But God … is the One who owns the storms.  All of life is 
at the mercy of God’s permission to happen.  When we think we can-
not make it out of the stormy blasts of adversity, God has, does, and will 
overcome as He is the One who commands the storm.  We can rest in the 
knowledge and assurance that Jesus is and will be there for us.

Prayer for the day
Lord Jesus grant us the confidence daily of knowing that you will be there 
for us in times of trouble to carry through even the darkest of days.  When 
we cannot walk, You are there to carry us through.
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Day 21: March 30, 2019

Hope for the Hopeless
21And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a 

great crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. Then came 
one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he 
fell at his feet and implored him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is 
at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may 

be made well and live.”  … 34And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith 
has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” … 39And 
when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a commo-
tion and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed 

at him. But he put them all outside and took the child’s father and 
mother and those who were with him and went in where the child was. 
Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Lit-
tle girl, I say to you, arise.” And immediately the girl got up and began 
walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were immediately 

overcome with amazement.   (Mark 5:21-43)

Thought for the day
The feeling of hopelessness can easily control a person.  Sometimes it can 
cause a person to act irrationally and make poor decisions.  However, Jai-
rus gives us a great example of what to do when we feel hopeless.  Jairus 
came to Jesus and he received hope.  

Prayer for the day
Father, I pray for those who attend Easter Praise who may feel hopeless.  I 
pray that they will see and hear that Jesus is the Living Hope.  I pray that 
the gospel of Hope will be clear and life-changing.
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Day 22: March 31, 2019

Hope for the Hopeless

And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and 
the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant 
and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, 
for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever 

does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” And 
he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them.  

(Mark 10:13-16)

Thought for the day
There is a video on the internet of a child that was given an avocado as a 
gift. In the sweetest and most genuine voice he told his parents, “An avo-
cado, thanks!” Children freely and happily accept gifts. That is the point 
that Christ is making in this passage. The kingdom of God is a gift. You 
cannot buy it, you cannot earn it, because it is freely given to you. It’s 
freely given to you because of what Christ did for you on the cross. He 
asks that you accept this gift in the way a child would accept a gift, with a 
happy and grateful heart.

Prayer for the day
Dear Heavenly Father, please help me accept the gift of your kingdom 
with a happy and grateful heart. Never let me forget that it is a free gift 
because your Son died on the cross for my sins. Thank you, Father, for this 
wonderful gift. Amen. 
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Day 23: April 1, 2019

Hope for the Hopeless

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has 

passed from death to life.”  (John 5:24)

Thought for the day
The Bible often presents us with a pair of words that are contrasting:  
darkness and light, wisdom and foolishness, death and life.   Jesus teaches 
us that if one believes in Him, that person has passed from death to life.   
This is not talking about the future, when our physical bodies die, and we 
go to be with Him.  Eternal life begins now.   We were dead in our sins, 
but God made us alive in Christ (Ephesians 2:1-4).   We now live in Christ, 
and he has given us a new heart, and he was written his Word on it.  This 
heart, which rejoices in having begun new life in Christ, should also be 
sensitive to those around us who have not made this transition.   As we 
reflect on our new life in Christ, we know that we once were all once like 
the world (Ephesians 2:3).  Our move from death to life was an act of God, 
and not of ourselves.  For it was He that made us alive in Christ.  It was for 
His glory that He made us alive in Christ.    

Prayer for the day
Our Lord, we are thankful today for our new life in Christ.  We did not 
deserve this new life, rather we were children of wrath.  But you, rich in 
mercy, because of your great love for us, made us alive in Christ.   We are 
saved by grace alone, and we know there’s nothing we can do to earn 
your favor.   With our new hearts of flesh, with your Word written on it, 
keep us sensitive to those around us who are still in darkness.  Our world is 
full of people who do not know how desperately they need your Sovereign 
grace and mercy, shown in your Sons suffering, death and resurrection.
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Day 24: April 2, 2019

Behold, the Lamb!
1It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest 

Him by stealth and kill Him, for they said, “Not during the feast, lest there 
be an uproar from the people.” … 10Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of 
the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray Him to them. And 

when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give him money. And 
he sought an opportunity to betray Him.  (Mark 14:1-2, 10-11)

Thought for the day
As the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread approached, Jerusa-
lem would swell an estimated 5-fold in population. The Sanhedrin’s plot to 
kill Jesus needed to be hidden from public view so the masses would not 
riot against the Sanhedrin leaders. Often times, plots against us by our 
foes are hidden and we need God’s protection.  Jesus, the Lamb of God, 
knew of the plans to have him killed, yet He still pressed forward to be the 
sacrificial lamb and died to atone for our sins.

Prayer for the day
Today, Lord, please make me more aware of Your everlasting plan for me 
even when it seems as if the entire earthly world is against me. In the 
midst of this chaotic and sinful world, please make me aware, protect my 
heart and give me hope through the atoning blood of Jesus.
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Day 25: April 3, 2019

Behold, the Lamb!

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour 
had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end. During supper, when 
the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, 
to betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into 

his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 
rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, 
tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began 
to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 

wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 
do you wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do 
not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” Peter said to 
him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not 

wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, 
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!”   (John 13:1-9)

Thought for the day
Most adults have experienced some form of betrayal. In some case the 
betrayal occurs in the workplace, and for some even more painfully in 
their marriage. Over time, we often become calloused to the story of Ju-
das and his relationship with Jesus, yet let’s consider this betrayal from 
two aspects. First, this betrayal was ultimately part of God’s plan that 
led Jesus to the cross. Second, this example of betrayal serves as an ex-
ample of what Christ modeled for us. Jesus washed the feet of the person 
who would betray Him. The story could have been different. We could 
have read, “… and Jesus washed the all disciple’s feet except Judas” Yet He 
served them all. This is very convicting section of scripture. 

Prayer for the day
God, please allow me to view the betrayals I have experienced as a part 
of your ultimate plan for my life. Please give me the strength to love those 
who desire to harm me or cause me pain. Help me to view people like you 
do and to treat them with Christlike love.
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Day 26: April 4, 2019

Behold, the Lamb!

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, 
and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also 

glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. Little children, yet a little 
while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, 

so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 

loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” Simon 

Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, 
“Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow af-

terward.” Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will 
lay down my life for you.” Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life 
for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have 

denied me three times.” (John 13:31-38)

Thought for the day
Jesus spoke these words just after Judas Iscariot’s departure to betray 
Him. The greatest sacrifice that could ever be offered, the focal point in 
the timeline of mankind was just around the corner. Jesus was aware of 
the imminent unspeakable physical pain, as well as the unimaginable sep-
aration from the Father. How could it not be overwhelming? Against this, 
consider the great love on display as He took those moments to teach 
a new commandment – one of love. Loving one another seems to be a 
lost art – even among true believers! Can you think of an example when, 
through self-sacrifice, you showed love toward another Christian? If so, 
build on it. If not, ask the Lord to bring to mind a way where you can 
demonstrate Christ’s love.

Prayer for the day
Lord, teach me Your commandment to love others as You did. Guide me as 
I look for ways to esteem others better than myself. Help me demonstrate 
Your love in a way that exalts You and reminds others of all You have done 
for us.
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Day 27: April 5, 2019

Behold, the Lamb!

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told 

you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am 

you may be also. And you know the way to where I am going.” Thomas 
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 

know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”   (John 14:1-6)

Thought for the day
As the Scripture says, If I believe in God – there is no need to be troubled 
in my Heart!  I can trust in God and His Word to be faithful and true.  He 
gives me strength to be what I ought to be.

Prayer for the day
Lord Jesus, help me to walk in endless praise knowing that You are worthy 
of my adoration and praise.  Help me to live a life of dependence on You.  
Help me to live for You each day.

Have mercy on my unbelief and help me to have victory over my sin and 
Satan.  Please give me daily grace that I may continue to walk with You.  
In Jesus’ name, Amen
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Day 28: April 6, 2019

Hope on Trial

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said 
to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” And taking 

with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful 
and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even 
to death; remain here, and watch with me.” And going a little farther 
he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” And 
he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, 
“So, could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you 

may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.” Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, 

“My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” And 
again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 

So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, 
saying the same words again. Then he came to the disciples and said 
to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, 

and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be 
going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” (Matthew 26:36-46)

Thought for the day
His moment of incomparable pain and suffering ahead, to carry the 
weight of the world’s sin and endure the horrors of the crucifixion, Jesus 
enters into the spiritual battle beforehand.  Calling His closest disciples 
with Him, He demonstrates and exhorts us to the only means of victory 
in this battle, “watch and pray”.  As we know, Jesus was victorious on the 
cross, Hallelujah!!  Unfortunately, His disciples soon suffered defeat and 
denied Him.  Victories over the flesh are won through prayer in the Spirit.

Prayer for the day
Lord Jesus, I thank you for your victory in the garden and triumph on the 
cross.  Please help me to watch and pray daily that I might walk in victory 
over the flesh.
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Day 29: April 7, 2019

Hope on Trial

Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the peo-
ple, and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was mis-
leading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did 

not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither did 
Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has 

been done by him. I will therefore punish and release him.” But they all 
cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”— 
a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in 
the city and for murder. Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to 

release Jesus, but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third 
time he said to them, “Why? What evil has he done? I have found in 

him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.” 
But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be 

crucified. And their voices prevailed.  (Luke 23:14-23)

Thought for the day

Have you ever done something that you knew was wrong because you 
gave in to the voices around you?  Immoral voices of the culture?  Self-serv-
ing voices of individuals?  Unjust voices of politics that do not care for the 
innocent?  Like Pilate, we often give in to the loud cries of those around us 
rather than heed the heart cry of Jesus.  And the result is often as bad as 
Pilate’s choice to let Jesus be crucified.  As believers, our decisions should 
lift up Jesus to give Him glory and honor and not to nail him again to the 
old rugged cross.

Prayer for the day

Heavenly Father, may your Holy Spirit transform us so that we will know 
your good, pleasing, and perfect will.  Amen.
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Day 30: April 8, 2019

Hope on Trial

So he delivered him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, 
and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of 
a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, 
and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. 
Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus 

of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”   (John 19:16-19)

Thought for the day
Jesus entered this world, in the flesh, for the purpose of redeeming all of 
mankind – of restoring His crown jewel of creation back to Himself. His 
entire 3-year ministry was riddled with rejection and disdain from every 
corner.  This moment, when Pilate delivered Him to be crucified was in the 
wake of the people having preferred Barabbas, a career criminal, over Je-
sus.  Yet, this was not a surprise – it was not out of left-field, for even this 
rejection was prophesied “He was despised and rejected by men; a man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide 
their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not” (Isaiah. 53:3). The 
same question remains, then, that has overshadowed mankind through 
the ages “What will you do with Jesus?” Will you esteem Him?  Or will you 
reject Him?  Oh, precious heart – turn not away from the Lord as those 
did on this day in Jerusalem.  Turn your heart to the only One who is able 
to save you, keep you, and love you truly.

Prayer for the day
Precious Jesus, thank you for what You did on Calvary’s cross.  Thank you 
for enduring the shame and enduring the pain, that I might have life, 
abundantly.  Forgive me for the times I felt the world’s embarrassment, 
help me to be bold in my witness and testimony of Your love and grace.  
Thank you that even though Hope was on trial that day, Hope – Your Hope 
was, is, and always will be victorious – in Your name.
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Day 31: April 9, 2019

Hope Fades

As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They 
compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place 

called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to 
drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And 
when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them 

by casting lots. Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And 
over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, 

the King of the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified with him, one 
on the right and one on the left. And those who passed by derided him, 
wagging their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple 
and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, 

come down from the cross.” So also the chief priests, with the scribes and 
elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 
He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we 

will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires 
him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” And the robbers who were cruci-

fied with him also reviled him in the same way.   (Matthew 27:32-44)

Thought for the day
The Hebrews writer exclaimed that we have a Great High Priest who ful-
ly understands all our fears, pain, and difficulties.  As gruesome as this 
scene depicts of what Christ endured on our behalf, it is but a glimpse of 
the pain and agony that Christ endured – for the full brunt of God’s wrath 
was displaced from us and onto Jesus, our Savior.  The physical pain, social 
shame, and divine wrath are all beyond our deepest imagination; still, Je-
sus endured it all – because of His unfailing love for each one of us.  What 
are we – what am I – willing to endure on behalf of Him?  Am I committed 
to Him as much as He was, and still is, committed to me?

Prayer for the day
Dear Lord, at daybreak, at mid-day, evening, and in my slumber – may I 
be ever faithful to You, because You are ever faithful to me.  Help me, God, 
to walk in Your steps … wherever those steps lead.
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Day 32: April 10, 2019

Hope Fades

45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until 
the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” …  50And Jesus cried out again with a 
loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 51And behold, the curtain of the 

temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and 
the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened.  … 54When the 

centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw 
the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and 
said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” There were also many women 

there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, 
ministering to him, among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the 

mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.   
(Matthew 27:45-56)

Thought for the day
As Jesus bore our sins on the cross, our Holy God, who could not look upon 
sin turned away from him. Our sins denied Jesus access to the throne 
during his most desperate time. Jesus was utterly alone separated from 
the Father while bearing the sins of the world on Calvary. Jesus bore my 
sins alone so that I will never be alone, and because of Jesus I have the 
privilege to boldly approach the Throne of God. 

Prayer for the day
Jesus to you be all thanksgiving. Great and amazing are your deeds. You 
carried the weight of my sin and shame, and you suffered a loneliness that 
I cannot comprehend, so that as a child of God I will never be alone. You 
are the Living Hope of the world.  Amen



Bethel Baptist Church
Easter Praise 2019 – Living Hope

Prayer Devotional

Bethel Baptist Church
Easter Praise 2019 – Living Hope

Prayer Devotional

Day 33: April 11, 2019

Hope Fades

And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 
crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 

And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
And they cast lots to divide his garments.   (Luke 23:33-34)

Thought for the day
Today as we read the words “they crucified him” we can only imagine 
how hopeless Jesus’ followers must have felt.  Despite Jesus telling them 
several times of his coming death and resurrection, they still did not un-
derstand God’s divine redemptive plan! Even as he was dying on the cross 
Jesus shows mercy as he says “Father, forgive them.” With these words 
we see Jesus providing the hope of forgiveness for all who will believe in 
His name. When your hope is fading because of circumstances you don’t 
understand, will you remember that the cross which looked like death 
brought life, abundant and eternal. In the bad times and the good times, 
Jesus is near, and He is good. He is our living hope!

Prayer for the day
Sovereign God, You alone know what is best. Strengthen our faith that we 
might trust You perfectly in all circumstances. Forgive us when we doubt 
your goodness and love for us.  Thank you, as Your steadfast love never 
ceases, and Your mercies are new every morning.  Great is Your faithful-
ness therefore I will not loose hope. Jesus, you are our only hope!  In your 
mighty name we pray, Amen.
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Day 34: April 12, 2019

Hope Fades

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are 
you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, 
saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence 
of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due 
reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he 

said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And he 
said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”   

(Luke 23:39-43)

Thought for the day
Who could resist the offer of eternity in Paradise--guaranteed? Two Crim-
inals deserving of death journeyed to the cross, up the same hill as Jesus 
who would take on their sins and those of the rest of the world.  Their 
final moments on the road to Calvary were filled with fear and trembling 
as they came face to face with their own death.  One criminal rails and 
mocks Jesus.  However, the other, reacts with a repentant heart toward 
Jesus. His eyes were opened, and he recognized that Jesus was the Son 
of God.  “Jesus, remember me when You come into your kingdom!”  He 
would follow Jesus into Paradise that very day!! God, through His great 
love and mercy, is able to forgive the worst of sinners; even in the last 
moments of their life.  What a beautiful picture of God’s Amazing Grace!  
Both criminals had reason for fading hope, but one took the opportunity 
to accept Jesus as his savior--choosing the path to life.  The other rejected 
the only Hope that saves.  How will you respond to Jesus’ wonderful offer?

Prayer for the day
Dear Lord, Help us to see you and your hand in our life even when it seems 
as though our hope is fading. Thank you for preparing a place for us in 
Paradise where we will live with you for eternity.
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Day 35: April 13, 2019

Hope Fades

It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the 
whole land until the ninth hour, while the sun’s light failed. And the cur-
tain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud 
voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having 
said this he breathed his last. Now when the centurion saw what had 

taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!”   
(Luke 23:44-47)

Thought for the day
Sometimes it seems like everything that we have ever worked for has 
come crashing down. Months and even years of effort, prayer, and dreams 
seem to have failed. At this point in the Easter story, all that Jesus had 
done, from the outside, looked like it had been a waste of time. But even 
then, when it looked like death had won, we find a Centurion praising 
God. All he had seen was a man on a cross committing His life to God. Yet 
from the one moment in time, the Centurion could tell more about Jesus 
than everyone that had conspired to have him killed. He knew Jesus was 
truly innocent. So what do we do with this type of story? It seems like 
there isn’t anything good except this Centurion’s testimony. But isn’t that 
enough to give us hope? Nobody would have ever guessed that almost 
the first one to get hope from the death of Christ was one who had nailed 
Him to that cross. Isn’t the fact that this particular Roman soldier could 
see God at work enough to show us that death can’t win?

Prayer for the day
Lord, help me to see hope when there seems to be none. Help me to re-
member that my darkest moments may be what brings another person to 
You. Let me give You praise, even when my dreams have failed, because 
these last words from the cross were not failure, but victory.

In Christ’s name, Amen.
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Day 36: April 14, 2019

Hope Alive!

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And be-

hold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His 

appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for 
fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. But the 
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek 
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. 

Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples 
that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to 
Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” So they depart-
ed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they 
came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said 
to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, 

and there they will see me.” (Matthew 28:1-10)

Thought for the day

Ever since Jesus’ resurrection, people have been seeking the living among 
the dead.  It began with the women who visited the tomb to anoint His 
body on Easter morning.  It continues with people who only follow Jesus 
as an ideal example or study His life and words as a great religious teach-
er.  And it persists with people who find the empty tomb but never expe-
rience the Risen Christ.  As believers, may we help those who search for a 
dead Jesus to discover the Living Lord.  

Prayer for the day

Gracious God, may your Holy Spirit empower us to tell others that Hope is 
alive and not buried in an empty tomb.  Amen.
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Day 37: April 15, 2019

Hope Alive!
36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among 

them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” … 38And he said to them, 
“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See 

my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a 
spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when 
he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. … 45Then he 
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Je-

rusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending 
the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are 

clothed with power from on high.”   (Luke 24:36-49)

Thought for the day
The disciples’ whole world had just been shaken to the core.  Everything 
they had heard, said, thought, seen, and been taught for the past three 
years suddenly seemed to be a lie.   They had committed their very lives 
to this man Jesus, because they thought He had the words of life.  He was 
their Hope.  And now He was dead … brutally, helplessly murdered by the 
very people He had exposed as hypocritical, self-serving, and impotent 
just a few days before.  But God! “but God had raised Him from the dead!”  
He was alive!  There, standing before them was their Living Hope!!  And 
their doubts gave way to jubilant confidence.  This Easter season let the 
miracle of Jesus’ resurrection inspire you to jubilant confidence and grate-
ful obedience.  He IS alive.  His Word is true.  And believers WILL live with 
Him.  Hallelujah!

Prayer for the day
Father, thank you for sending your son Jesus to live the life I should but 
cannot, and to take the death I deserve but do not want.  Thank you for 
raising Him from the dead and giving me new life through Him, my Living 
Hope.
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Day 38: April 16, 2019

Hope Realized!
1After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And 
the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, 
“Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” 

2At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, 
with one seated on the throne … 8And the four living creatures, each 

of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day 
and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God 
Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” And whenever the living 

creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the 
throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down be-
fore him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forev-
er and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, “Worthy 
are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for 

you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”   
(Revelation 4:1-2, 8-11)

Thought for the day
Birthday gifts. Thank you notes. Wedding toasts. All these are ways of 
showing or saying the most important things we want others to know 
about how we feel about them.  That is the tiniest reflection of the scene 
in the verses above.  The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders 
lavishly pour forth their praise and worship as they consider from the per-
spective of eternity all the greatness of God.  They never cease to say, 
“Holy! Holy! Holy! Worthy are You, our Lord and God!” They cast their 
crowns before Him, they fall down before Him, continually awed by His 
majesty.  These are the voices of the heavenly beings, but we read later 
that we will add our voices to theirs, praising God and the Lamb, Jesus.  
And why will we sing His praise with such unending conviction?  We will 
finally see our hope realized – the salvation that belongs to our God and 
to the Lamb has come, bought by the blood of the Lamb.

Prayer for the day
Lord God, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and 
power and might belong to You forever and ever! Amen.
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Day 39: April 17, 2019

Hope Realized!

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures 
and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads 

and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the 
Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

might and honor and glory and blessing!” And I heard every creature 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that 
is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 

blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” And the four 
living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.   

(Revelation 5:11-14)

Thought for the day
Who is this that the angels and living creatures and elders and thousands 
upon thousands declare to be worthy to receive power and riches and 
wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing? He is the Lion of 
Judah, the Lamb of God, the Root of David … Who is He to me? He is the 
Creator of all who gives me abundant life. He is Jesus who saved me from 
my sin. He is Immanuel – God with me. He is the Bread of Life who sustains 
me. He is the Good Shepherd who protects me. He is the Son of God … and 
so much more! 

Is He worthy? He is.

Do we have hope? We do.

Prayer for the day
Lord, we are awestruck when we look at all Your attributes. We are hum-
bled when we realize how far short we fall when compared to You. Thank 
you, God, for loving us and being gracious and merciful to us. I pray as the 
apostle Paul did, that You, our source of hope, will fill us completely with 
joy and peace because we trust you. Lord, make us overflow with confi-
dent hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Day 40: April 18, 2019

Hope Realized!

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languag-
es, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white 
robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud 
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne and 
around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their 
faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing 
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 
might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”   (Revelation 7:9-12)

Thought for the day
All peoples – every tribe, every nation, every tongue – will one day wor-
ship, honor, and praise the Lord, our God.  Angels and men, alike, will 
sing praises to the One who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.  What 
an awesome sight to see, and to realize that we are a part of this glorious 
scene as we witness to the people we meet and take the opportunity to 
share Jesus with them.

Prayer for the day
God please give us an opportunity to share with someone about Jesus, the 
wisdom to see it, and the courage to share it.  Amen



This booklet was compiled through the grace of the Lord.   
We are grateful for the prayerful contribution to  

this project by many in our church family:

Devotional Contributors:
Kathryn Arthur

Keith Arthur
Rev. Dawson Bailey

Rev. Jake Barnett
Rev. David Bates
Rev. Bob Bonta
Chuck Dixon
Eric Dubois
Tim Dunster

Rev. Doug Echols
Joe Ford

Donna Hertzler
Morrison Lawing
Debbie Messick
Sheree Perkins

Rhonda Robinson
Glenn Toledo
Mark Vance

Chuck Weddle

Other Contributors:

Rev. Keith McMinn, Pastoral Leadership
Rev. Bob Bonta, Editor

Christina Brandal, Designer
Ben Cornatzer, Artwork

Robin Toledo, Editor




