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The Baptist Faith and Message 2000, Article XVIII, “The
Family”

“God has ordained the family as the foundational
institution of human society. It is composed of persons
related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in
covenant commitment for a lifetime. It is God's unique gift to
reveal the union between Christ and His church and to
provide for the man and the woman in marriage the
framework for intimate companionship, the channel of sexual
expression according to biblical standards, and the means
for procreation of the human race.

The husband and wife are of equal worth before God,
since both are created in God's image. The marriage
relationship models the way God relates to His people. A
husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. He
has the God-given responsibility to provide for, to protect,
and to lead his family. A wife is to submit herself graciously
to the servant leadership of her husband even as the church
willingly submits to the headship of Christ. She, being in the
image of God as is her husband and thus equal to him, has
the God-given responsibility to respect her husband and to
serve as his helper in managing the household and nurturing
the next generation.

Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing
and heritage from the Lord. Parents are to demonstrate to
their children God's pattern for marriage. Parents are to
teach their children spiritual and moral values and to lead
them, through consistent lifestyle example and loving
discipline, to make choices based on biblical truth. Children
are to honor and obey their parents.”

1) The submission of the wife

“2Z\\ives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. % For
the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head
of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. >* Now as the
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in
everything to their husbands.” Ephesians 5:22-24

“submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.”
Ephesians 5:21

“Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves.” Philippians 2:3

“Let...the leader [become] as one who serves.” Luke 22:26

“! Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For

there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have
been instituted by God.  Therefore whoever resists the
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who
resist will incur judgment.” Romans 13:1-2

“2" And when they had brought them, they set them before the
council. And the high priest questioned them, ?® saying, “We
strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have
filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this
man's blood upon us.” #° But Peter and the apostles answered,
‘We must obey God rather than men.” Acts 5:27-29

2) The sacrificial love of the husband

“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her,” Ephesians 5:25

“2% that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the

washing of water with the word, % so that he might present the

church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any

such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.”
Ephesians 5:26-27

“Is our wife more like Christ because she is married to us? Or
is she like Christ in spite of us?” Kent Hughes



